
Orora Closures import quality printed tin and aluminium 
overcaps for wine, foil hoods for sparkling wines and the 
Stelcap® range for spirit products. 

The industry leading Stelvin® wine screwcap has set the 
global standard in quality wine capping.

A wide selection of options are available, including  
the renowned Stelvin®, Stelvin®+, Stelvin® Lux and  
Stelvin® Lux+. 

Contact us to discuss Orora’s innovative approach  
to continually supporting the growth of your business.

+ Stelvin®
Orora 

1300 2 ORORA 
www.ororagroup.com  
stelvin.sales@ororagroup.com 

04- 036-045 March14.indd   39 7/03/14   12:26 PM



40      WBM March 2014

P
enfolds’ ‘shock-and-awe’ campaign – hitting the 
market with luxury products with price tags to 
match – has continued with the launch of Bin 
170 Kalimna Shiraz 2010. It shocked the market 
with a $1,800 price tag. This followed the release 

of the 50 Year Old Rare Tawny for $3,550. And, of course we 
all know about that $168,000 Ampoule.

When WBM tweeted the price of the Bin 170, the response 
from the wine industry was predictably cynical. Tweets 
included, “decimal point just in the wrong spot maybe...”, 
“that’s just ridiculous”, “hah, no way will it stay at that price. 
Ridiculously inflated. Wonder how much there is and what 
Oz’s allocation is” and “pass the bong! Because they are 

seriously smoking some drugs now!” As with Penfolds 
Grange, the entire production of Bin 170 (about 5,000 
bottles) is under cork. Tyson Stelzer described the palate of 
the wine as “a sheer epiphany of epically built power and 
integrity”. Then he added, “Cork sealed, sadly.” 

Stelzer told WBM, “If only expensive wines were exempt 
from cork faults. The first bottle of Grange 2009 poured for 
the front of the room at the Penfolds media tasting had a 
short, stripped finish. The replacement bottle was in perfect 
condition. Such is the Russian roulette of natural cork.

“The most expensive bottle I have ever purchased was 
Domaine Comte Georges de Vogüé Le Musigny 2005. It was 
written off by cork taint and my requests for a replacement 

Penfolds is in the luxury business. It reinforced that once again in February 
with the release of the $1,800 Bin 170 Kalimna Shiraz – bottled under cork.

CLOSURES
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were never granted. Penfolds bottled its Special Bin 620 2008 
under screwcap, but sadly has not offered its customers this 
choice for its Bin 170 2010. It will take some decades to reach 
its peak. It’s a sad truth that some customers will spend $1,800 
on this bottle now, cellar it for decades, only to find it corked.

Stelzer says Penfolds is “gracious” in offering its customers 
free recorking clinics to assess and reseal older bottles. “But 
this introduces a risk of its own,” he says. “Last year I was 
present when a 1967 Penfolds Special Bin was opened. Having 
been approved at a clinic and resealed, there were high hopes 
for the wine and great disappointment when it was found to be 
corked. The replacement cork was corked. The irony is that 
had it not been to this clinic it would not have been corked.”

Asked if Bin 170 was under cork for any reason – China, 
perhaps? – Penfolds’ Peter Gago said, “The US, Japan, 
Germany, Switzerland... and China too. Only the highest-grade 
cork is used. We are very pleased with the quality of cork 
currently available. We also globally promote the use of 
screwcap. Grange is only released under cork. Recently, 
Penfolds Special Bin reds (2004 Block 42 and 2004 Bin 60A) 
have been released under cork and screwcap. This 
commemorative (and rare) release of the single-vineyard Bin 
170 is only available under cork, primarily due to it being such a 
small-volume release in 750ml, magnum and imperial formats.”

In another twist to the Bin 170 release, UK wine scribe 
Matthew Jukes got a dud bottle at the London tasting. “I 
wasn’t too enamoured by my first sip,” he wrote on his blog. 
“It felt monolithic, muddy and dull. I asked my neighbour for 
a sip and her wine was spot on. Only two other people, 

sitting on my other side, asked for a new pour. The clean 
wine was sappy, dark, swarthy, intense and loaded with 
powerful, if a little-too-concentrated, Shiraz fruit.”

Many high-end Australian wines are emerging under 
screwcap. Best’s has just released its 2012 Best’s Thomson 
Family Shiraz ($200) and Best’s Great Western 2012 Bin No. 
0 Shiraz ($85); both under screwcap.

“We are all in screwcap,” says Jonathan Mogg, general 
manager of sales and marketing. “Even our Sparkling Shiraz 
has a crown seal. We have an amazing museum wine 
catalogue back to the late sixties and have experienced a 
heartbreaking 25 to 35 percent failure rate when tasting 
these, mostly due to leakage, random oxidation and TCA.” 

Viv Thomson bought an Italian-made screwcap machine in 
1979. He bottled some whites (mainly Riesling) under 
screwcap, but the market didn’t receive the wines favourably 
and the machine was put in the back shed.

“In 2000 – 20 years later – we brought the machine out 
again and started using it on Riesling to great success,” 
Jonathan says. “Working hard on fill heights and bottling 
techniques, we were comfortable to bottle all reds from the 
2005 vintage under screwcap, except for Thomson Family 
Shiraz, which didn’t go to screwcap until the 2008 vintage. 
Viv took some convincing with that wine, but agreed that if 
we are happy with screwcap for all other wines it would send 
a conflicting message to bottle our flagship under cork.”

Jonathan says they have met some resistance in the China 
export market. “But I have found that with some explanation, 
the market is comfortable with screwcap,” he says. 

ONE COMPANY  |  ONE FOCUS  |  WWW.AMORIMCORK.COM.AU

Use cork!Be a smart 
cookie

Natural cork motivates 73% of Chinese red  
wine drinkers’ purchase decisions.*  
Amorim is the world leader in cork. The choice is clear.

*UNDERSTANDING CHINESE CONSUMERS’ RED WINE PREFERENCES; AUSTRALIAN WINE RESEARCH INSTITUTE. 2008

天然纯正的软木塞激发了73%中国红葡萄酒饮用者的购买欲望。 
而阿莫林集团是制造软木塞的世界领导者，因此选择是显而易见的。
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The moment

  ...relax,
  it’s a Diam 
from Vinocor!

of truth...

Diam is the only still and sparkling 

cork that offers perfect 
consistency from one bottle to 

the next, controlled oxygen 

transmission and thanks to the 

DIAMANT© process,

guaranteed sensorial neutrality.

By preserving wine quality 

throughout it’s shelflife Diam is the 

closure of choice for a successful 

tasting experience everytime. 
every bottle, every 
consumer. 

the search 
has ended

T
he search has ended: the best wine closure in the 
world just got even better! The only genuinely 
guaranteed wine cork range, Diam introduces the 
unique Diam 30. To complement the long-term 
proven faultless performance of the Diam 2, Diam 

3, Diam 5 and Diam 10, the Diam 30 provides the perfect 
choice for your premium wines, giving winemakers sensorial 
and seal integrity guaranteed for 30 years. 

Vinocor and the team of scientists within Diam Bouchage, 
France, released the Diam 30 following many years of 
investment in research and quantitative testing via purpose- 
built equipment, giving Diam 30 micro-low yet controlled 
permeability rates unrivalled by any other closure on the 
market. The result: guaranteed controlled OTRs along with 
neutral sensory impact; every cork, every bottle, every glass.

The manufacturing process assures absolute consistency, 
giving winemakers their much sought after controlled 
consistent aging process throughout the wine’s entire cellaring 
period. In addition, the patented Diamant process guarantees 
every Diam closure will be free of TCA plus more than 150 
other undesirable molecules known to cause off aromas and 
flavour modification. The Diamant process and subsequent 
faultless wine cork represent an investment of greater than 
$80 million, which cannot be replicated or its performance 
matched by other wine closures in the world. All of this adds 
even further peace of mind for the winemaker, marketer, 

ADVERTORIAL

Introducing Diam 30
_____________________________________________________

distributor and consumer, knowing that when choosing a wine 
with a Diam they are assured consistency, without exception. 
The Vinocor Diam guarantee is not like others based on 
averages, bulk cork results and or various ambiguities... it is 
genuine, factual, sustainable and time proven with several 
billion wines globally.  

“The Diam 30 is a new addition to our Diam range of 
closures and one of the most exciting developments in our 
industry. This innovation will help wineries avoid delicate, 
risky recorking procedures after 20 years of cellaring,” said 
Dominique Tourneix, CEO of Diam Bouchage.

“In my 25 years of dedicated wine cork supply business, I 
had all but conceded the perfect wine seal wouldn’t 
eventuate in my lifetime. The Diam range is, however, that 
wine seal,” says Vinocor CEO Ian McKay.

“Diam is truly the next generation in the sealing of wine, 
having been developed and still today managed by a team of 
food and beverage scientists dedicated solely to the wine 
industry. Now with literally thousands of winemakers globally 
confirming Diam’s long-term faultless performance, the 
search has ended.” 

Diam is partnered exclusively in Australia by Vinocor, the 
benchmark wine cork supplier for greater than 25 years. To 
find out more information about Diam, Diam 30 and the 
genuine guarantee, phone Vinocor on (08) 8392 9999 or 
email info@vinocor.com.au. 
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